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Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission —  
Sixth Report — “Annual Report 2012–13” 

Resumed from 17 October. 

Motion 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [4.04 pm]: I move — 
That the report be noted. 

This is the sixth report from the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in this term 
of Parliament. It is entitled “Annual Report 2012–13”. Interestingly, tabling of annual reports is a practice 
required for committees of the Legislative Assembly. This committee operates under the standing orders of the 
Legislative Assembly, hence why I tabled the committee’s 2012–13 annual report. To the best of my 
recollection, committees of the Legislative Council are no longer obliged to table annual reports because its 
material is consolidated in the annual report for the Committee of the Whole. Nevertheless, that means that the 
rest of the honourable members of this house need to put up with one additional report from this committee than 
they otherwise would have to.  

The committee’s sixth report is fairly self-explanatory. Members will see that in the past financial year this 
hardworking committee met on 20 occasions for deliberative meetings, and undertook a range of different 
inquiries, various closed and public hearings and the like. I do not propose at this time to unpack all of that. If 
members are especially keen to scrutinise the extent to which this committee has fulfilled its duties in the past 
12 months, I encourage them to look at the report. I draw some attention to the fact that this committee is a little 
different from most committees in that it is established as a requirement of a statute and has an oversight role of 
not only the Corruption and Crime Commission but also the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission. When the Legislative Assembly is dissolved close to the time for the four-yearly election, 
the committee finds itself with two fewer members than it otherwise would have because the Assembly does not 
really exist at that point. It means in theory that the committee has two members from the Legislative Council for 
a period, but that is rather unhelpful because the committee needs a quorum of three. If there was ever a case for 
a committee to have an ongoing role, notwithstanding the fact that the Assembly had been dissolved and the 
Parliament prorogued, it might be this committee. While everyone is busy campaigning and waving corflutes at 
vehicles on the side of the road and working up their volunteers for polling day, the Corruption and Crime 
Commission still exists, it still goes about its business; the parliamentary inspector continues to operate during 
that time, yet during that stage there is zero parliamentary oversight. I think that that is not satisfactory.  
I note that the former deputy chair of this committee, the former member for Perth, expressed a view privately to 
me; not in committee fashion because we certainly would not divulge committee deliberations—in fact, he may 
even have mentioned it in the Legislative Assembly. His view, which I think at this stage I concur with, is that 
there is a case for the committee to have an ongoing role notwithstanding the short hiatus of matters for the 
purpose of the election. That is something that we could look at during the course of this Parliament so that 
before we proceed to an election in March 2017 we might establish some form of regime under which the 
Corruption and Crime Commission and the Parliamentary Inspector still have some Parliamentary oversight for 
that period. 

Honourable members may recall that at the end of last year there was some consternation in some quarters about 
how early the Legislative Assembly was dissolved. My recollection is that that was in December. I cannot recall 
the precise date, but suffice to say the election was held on 9 March, so there was some consternation over 
whether that process impacted on the affairs of Parliament and, in particular, the running of committees. Putting 
aside the political elements of that debate—which I am sure more than one or two members might like to engage 
in—my point is that this particular committee has a heavy responsibility to oversight this very powerful 
organisation on behalf of the Parliament. Notwithstanding the various political opportunities that may arise from 
dissolving the Legislative Assembly close to or far from the election, I do not know that it is appropriate for this 
particular committee’s heavy responsibility to be stalled as a result of that. There is a case and an argument that 
something should be done about that. I do not come into the chamber today with a prescriptive proposal but I 
thought this was an opportune time to raise the issue given that this is the committee’s annual report and this 
period of 2012–13 on which the committee is reporting happens to coincide with that period to which I refer. 
There was a composition of the committee during the thirty-eighth Parliament as well as this new committee in 
the thirty-ninth Parliament. 
With those remarks, I take the opportunity, given that it is the consideration of the annual report, to publically 
thank the former deputy chair of the committee, the then member for Perth, John Hyde. I add that he is doing 
some very good work with the Global Organisation of Parliamentarians Against Corruption and this past week 
was elected the chairman of GOPAC Oceania. He has handed over to me his heavy responsibilities as chairman 
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of GOPAC Australia and I hope to follow in his footsteps in that respect. I also thank Hon Matt Benson-
Lidholm, who served on the committee during the thirty-eighth Parliament, as well as the member for Swan 
Hills, Mr Frank Alban, and the two research officers at the time, Mr John King and Mr Michael Burton, who 
served the committee faithfully. This is, of course, an annual report that also reflects some of the work done by 
the new committee. I inherited three new committee members who are most excellent additions and I am 
honoured to serve with them. The deputy chairman is the member for Warnbro, Mr Paul Papalia and we are 
privileged to have the Chair of Committees on this committee, as well as the member for Churchlands, 
Mr Sean L’Estrange. The current staff comprises the principal research officer, Dr David Worth, and the 
research officer, Ms Jovita Hogan. I think all those individuals for their contribution to the committee’s work and 
I look forward to continuing to serve with them in that capacity. 
Question put and passed. 
Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 5341.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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